Secondary arterio-enteric fistulae: a surgical challenge.
Ten cases of secondary arterio-enteric fistulae are described. There were nine graft enteric fistulae and one fistula involving the aortic suture line following elective resection of an infected graft. Only four of the patients initially received prophylactic antibiotics (single dose) at the original aortic reconstruction, and the vascular suture line had only been protected in two. Eight patients presented with bleeding and two with groin abscesses. One patient died before operation. Graft resection was undertaken in all patients and organisms were grown from six of eight grafts cultured. No patient died during operation but one died after 3 days. Axillofemoral bypass grafts were constructed in seven patients (four immediately after resection of prosthetic grafts and three within 4 days of operation). Only three of the eight patients who survived operation are still alive; two died of a ruptured aorta and one from a recurrent fistula. Two patients died of other causes. Four of five axillofemoral grafts in surviving patients subsequently occluded.